
Dan Poynter presents 
 

The Caterpillar Club 
 
 
 
 

he silk worm is a caterpillar; until 1941, 
parachute canopies were made of silk. Aviators 
who used parachutes to escape disabled 

aircraft were awarded a small gold Caterpillar pin 
and were inducted into the Caterpillar Club.  
 
This presentation traces the origin of the Caterpillar 
Club and recounts the fascinating stories of people 
who were saved by a parachute. For example, you 
will discover how a future president of the U.S. was 
saved by a parachute in WW-II and how Charles 
Lindberg joined the Club four times before making 
his historic trans-Atlantic flight.  
 
 

Dan Poynter is past president of the Parachute Industry Association, past 
chairman of the Board of the U.S. Parachute Association and past president 
of the International Hang Gliding Commission. He has written more than 
120 books; seven on parachutes and skydiving. A pilot, skydiver and master 
parachute rigger, this Certified Speaking Professional (CSP) is a frequent 
speaker at aviation and other events.  

 
 
S-15 Keynote, multimedia with historic videos, maps and sound.  60 minutes 
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Para Publishing, Dan Poynter, Tel: 805-968-7277 
DanPoynter@ParaPublishing.com http://parapub.com/sites/para/speaking/index.cfm 
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